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Swamp 
 
Craig, Alex, Billy, and Dr. Spooner are in the swamp investigating one of the 
features recently found in the northern part of the swamp. Dr. Spooner points 
out that the rocks in the path are the same size, and there is no gravel. He also 
tells the others that if this were natural, there wouldn’t be such a tight 
distribution of size.  Craig asks Gary to scan for any metals. On the way over, 
Gary finds a piece of pottery, and Laird says it is a refined earthenware from 
the 1860s-1870s. The group discusses the possibility that these features 
could be related to Anthony Graves. Gary begins scanning the “cellar/vault” 
and gets a hit. He tells Laird that the item is iron and is large. Gary pulls out a 
piece of pipe.  Laird takes the pipe to the lab for testing. Rick and Tom arrive at 
the vault-like feature located in the swamp. Tom says he has never seen this 
before. Rick pulls a piece of glass from the bottom of the vault that Laird says 
is machine-made and from the late 1800s. Tom tells Rick that two wells have 
been found on the Graves’ property, and they were both round.  Tom also tells 
them this is diRerent because it is made of slate and brick. Katya comes over 
to metal detect the vault and gets a hit. Rick starts pulling out bricks and then 
pulls out what looks like a handle. Rick asks Laird to make plans to excavate 
the area. The next day, the team continues to investigate the brick-and-slate 
feature in the swamp. The feature has been partially drained of water, and Rick 
wants Katya to scan the feature again. Katya gets a couple of signals. The 
group decides to drain the feature more and then find the items. After draining 
the feature more, Rick pulls out what looks like a wrought iron hook. Tom 
suggests the hook was used to lower or remove items from the structure.  
 
War Room 
 
Rick is meeting with the team to discuss the results from wood taken from 
Shaft 2. The team is meeting via video conference with Dr. Michael Pisaric, an 
earth sciences professor at Brock University in St. Catharines, Ontario. Dr. 
Pisaric has been analyzing wood samples from the structure. First, he shows 



them sample 0021 and tells them he is very confident about the dates of this 
sample. He tells the team this sample dates to 1784. The team discusses 
what this date could mean. They wonder if the wood was used by depositors 
or if it was reused from a previously built structure to build Shaft 2. Shaft 2 is 
located 14 feet from the Money Pit, and using this information, Steve points 
out that the Money Pit would be located over the corner of the Hedden Shaft. 
Steve suggests drilling southeast of the Hedden Shaft. Dr. Spooner then tells 
the group that the new water testing indicates there are precious metals in 
that area.  
 
Money Pit 
 
Steve, Terry, and Charles are overseeing the drilling of borehole H.5-10.5, 
which is located at the southern edge of the Hedden Shaft. The Hedden Shaft 
was constructed in 1937 by Gilbert Hedden. A core sample is brought over 
from 146 feet that contains pieces of wood. Charles says they are 22 feet 
below the bottom of the Hedden Shaft.  In the 1940s, Erwin Hamilton also hit 
wood below the Hedden Shaft. Hamilton constructed a six-by-six-foot 
extension onto the bottom of the Hedden shaft. While drilling from the 
extension, Hamilton hit a wooden structure at a depth of 153 feet. Terry 
describes the core sample as loose and tells Charles this could indicate they 
are near a structure. The next sample that is brought over is from 173 feet, and 
Terry says the sample is in situ.  Terry says there is over 10 feet of solid 
material, and they are done with this hole. They will move to the next target. 
 
Lot 5 
 
Fiona, Ethan, and Jack are continuing to work on the rounded stone feature on 
Lot 5. Ethan digs out a Robert Young peg with the numbers 5-025 on it. From 
1996 to 2020, Robert Young would mark any finds with one of these pegs. 
These finds included iron tools and medieval coins. Jack calls Laird so the 
database can be checked for what item was associated with this peg. Laird 
tells them that was the peg for the silver 1781 Spanish half Real.  
 
 
 
 



The Lab  
 
Rick, Craig, and Katya are meeting with Emma and Laird to hear the test 
results of items found in the brick and slate structure in the swamp. Emma 
tells them she did a CT on the handle and tells the group it is wrought iron, and 
Laird adds that the square in the handle indicates it is something that was 
used to move something and then says he thinks it is a crank. Emma then tells 
them she has a date range for the hook. She tells them there is some 
manganese in the piece, and that would make the piece from the early to mid-
1800s.  Then she tells them the pipe and the crank are from the late 1700s. 
This leads the team to believe the vault was made before the discovery of the 
Money Pit.  


