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Money Pit

Rick and Marty meet with other members of the team in the Money Pit as the
airlift process is about to begin. TOT1 was dug to a depth of 195 feet, but when
the caisson could not advance any deeper, it was decided to try airlifting
material from the solution channel. Air is blasted at a rate of 300 pounds per
square inch down the shaft and into the solution channel. The vacuum that is
created should force dirt and debris to the surface. The airlift begins, and the
team will search the spoils for artifacts and treasure. The next day, Rick and
Scott are taking a look at the amount of spoils that were airlifted from TOT1.
Rick says they need to begin going through the material to see if they can find
“the one thing”. Marc Chaisson and Cherity Nauss will be using a process
called hydro evacuation, where an industrial-grade water jet will break up the
sediment, and a suction pump will vacuum the material into a 3500-gallon
tank. The material will then be taken to Smith’s Cove so Gary can scan the
material for clues and artifacts.

Lot5

Rick and Marty arrive at the stone foundation on Lot 5 to check on the
archaeology team’s progress. Laird shows the group a hollow space where he
noticed a nail. Rick suggests that Gary scan the area for artifacts. Gary begins
scanning, and he gets a nonferrous signal. Fiona digs out a piece of hand-
painted pottery that she says would be from as early as the 1770s. Fiona
continues to dig and finds what appears to be a coin or a token.



Smith’s Cove

Rick, Craig, and Gary will be searching through the spoils that were airlifted
from TOT1. Billy begins spreading the spoils so that Gary can scan the
material. Rick soon notices part of a wooden dowel that will be kept. Gary
begins to scan and gets a hit. Marty arrives and begins to dig out what Gary
says looks like the end of a pick. Gary says the size is what you would need for
tunneling. The group wonders if it could be the other part of the tool found last
week. Gary begins scanning again and gets another hit. This time, they find a
hand-forged piece that could be a pick or a chisel. Marty says they are out of
time and its time to meet with the team in the War Room. The two artifacts will
go to Emma to be scanned before the meeting.

Museum

The team has gathered for the final meeting of the year. Marty starts out by
asking Laird to talk about the eight items found this year that are pre-1760 and
Lot 5. Laird says they are finding artifacts from 1760 to 1820, but they are also
finding clues that there could have been an earlier presence on the Lot 5 site.
Laird tells the group that recently they found what they thought was a coin,
which turned out to be a button, and the metallurgy indicates an early period.
Emma then tells the group that the body of the button is made of a copper
alloy, and what is in the copper is very interesting. She tells them it is a silver
gilt, but the copper has a very high arsenic content. She then tells them the
arsenical copper indicates medieval times. Emma also tells them that a
skilled person refined the copper and created this alloy, and they are recycling
medieval copper. Marty asks about the date, and Emma says the copper-iron
alloy indicates 1600s and 1700s. Next, the group discussed the starburst
button. Alex tells the group that the button expert in Malta said it might be
Spanish. Next, Alex tells them about the carvings that resemble a starburst
button that was found this year. Marty asks what is next for Lot 5, and Laird
tells him there is more to be done on the exterior of the foundation and more



precise metal detecting. Rick says GPR needs to be run again. Next, the group
discusses the work that has been done in the swamp. Numerous man-made
structures were found this year in the swamp, such as multiple sections of a
cobblestone path that was bordered by wooden survey stakes that dated to as
early as the 17" century. Also found this year was a line of stacked boulders
that are thought to be an artificial seawall. The team also discovered a vault-
like structure made of brick and slate, dating back to as early as the 17"
century. Steve tells the group that 1630 to 1750 seems to be when the major
construction and major use of it took place. Rick says they have probably only
done 30% of the swamp. Dr. Spooner compares the swamp to a highway
across the island at that time. Next, the team discusses the Money Pit and the
two items found yesterday in the spoils from TOT1. Emma tells the group that
the chisel and the pick are made of clean iron and are similar in composition.
Emma says the date range for both artifacts is roughly from the early to mid-
1700s and maybe even back to the 1650s. She then tells the group they have a
consistent potassium content, which indicates a charcoal manufacturing
process. Scott mentions the pipe stem that dates from 1680 to 1710 and was
found in RP1. Marty then tells the group they put down six large canisters in
the Money Pit, and then they discuss the solution channel and how it was able
to swallow the amount of material it did. Steve then shows the group a map of
the Money Pit. Marty says he wanted to see if it was possible that they had not
found the Money Pit treasure because it had collapsed. Steve says they have
done over 500 boreholes and 27 caissons, and only about 20 to 25 boreholes
hit the bottom of the solution channel. Steve also tells them that four
caissons hit bedrock. Steve says there is more than 80 square feet of
unexplored area in the Money Pit. They discuss their options of a deep drilling
program or a big dig to get to the Money Pit. Rick and Marty then thank the
group for their work.



