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Research Center

Rick, Marty, and Craig are discussing this year’s drill program with Steve and
Scott. Steve shows them the list of boreholes they have drilled this year, and
there are four left in the Baby Blob and Pie area. Scott says they will probably
move into the Golden Circle area next. The Golden Circle area is where testing
has revealed high levels of copper, lead, zinc, and tin. Marty decides the area
should be called the Golden Egg from now on. Rick suggests doing a grid
pattern in the Golden Egg while maintaining the wells they use for monitoring.
The first well will be EN13, which is in an area of the Golden Egg that overlaps
a section of the Baby Blob.

Money Pit

Rick, Alex, Terry and Charles are supervising the drilling of Borehole EN13,
located at the southern edge of the Golden Egg. The team hopes the drill
program will give them information that will guide the placement of the
caissons to be installed this year. The next day the drilling of Borehole EN13
continues, and Adam brings over a core sample from 89 feet. Terry examines
the sample and says it is solid interface and says he hopes the next sample
will be better. The next sample arrives, and it is soft at the bottom. Terry says
that is a good indicator that they could be near a possible target. Rick walks
over to the drill and Mike tells him he thinks they have hit wood because the
drill got “stiff”. The next core sample from 99 feet is brought over and when it is
examined there is no wood, but Terry says the material is soft which could
indicate they are near something. Rick wants Dr. Spooner to get a water
sample from this borehole and then start the next borehole just 5 feet from
this one. Later Rick meets with Dr. Spooner in the Money Pit area. Dr. Spooner
tells Rick that when he sampled EN13 he heard what sounded like thunder
coming from the well. The sound lasted about 30 seconds, and he thinks there
is a void that is collapsing in this area. Dr. Spooner then shows Rick a water



sample he just took that is darker in color. Dr. Spooner tells Rick the darker
color could indicate they are close to wood.

Lot5

Jack and Laird are searching for metal targets that Gary flagged earlier on Lot
5. Jack sifts through soil that Laird removes from the area and soon finds what
appears to be an old coin. Laird notes that the edges are really worn. Jack and
Laird both agree Sandy Campbell should look at the coin.

Lot 5 Rounded Stone Feature

Alex, Laird and Fiona are continuing to investigate the rounded stone feature
on Lot 5. As Alex digs material to be searched, he hits rocks that could be
another section of the structure. The next day as the group begins exposing
the section Fionna finds a pattern of rocks that look placed. Next, Laird finds a
possible hollow area within the stone foundation.

The Lab

The team is meeting with numismatist Sandy Campbell to hear his opinion on
the coin that Jack and Laird found on Lot 5. Sandy examines the coin and says
the irregular shape indicates it was hammered rather than being struck. That
would date the coin to before 1650. Next Sandy tells the group he sees a
design that he thinks is a horse on the coin and he thinks the coin could be
Roman. The group then looks at the results of the scan Emma did earlier.
Emma tells the group the coin is copper based, and it is 70% copper and 16%
lead but it also has high levels of arsenic and sulfur. Gary sends a to Rick that
he needs to come to the lab. When Rick arrives Craig calls Marty so he can
also hear Sandy’s report. Sandy tells them everything points to the coin being
late Roman. Rick asks about a time frame and Sandy tells him two — 300 AD.
Sandy tells them that copper coins were used for a long time and that the
Vikings would repurpose coins they found.



Research Center

Rick and Marty are meeting with Doug and Emiliano to discuss information
about the Norse. Doug tells the group that by 875 AD the Norse had reached
Iceland and by 985 they had reached Greenland. Doug then tells them that the
only known Viking settlement on the North American continent was the L’Anse
aux Meadows site in Newfoundland, and it was active in 1021 AD. L’Anse aux
Meadows is a Viking settlement located 625 miles northeast of Oak Island and
is the only officially recognized Viking settlement in North America. But
according to the Viking Sagas the Viking and their descendants may have
traveled further south. The team decides a trip to the settlementis in order
and they will be taking artifacts found on Oak Island. These artifacts will
include an arrowhead supposedly found by Robert Dunfield and a
Scandinavian whistle found near Smith’s Cove in 1885. Mary B. Steward, a
wealthy New Yorker who helped finance the 1932 expedition on the island had
the whistle examined by museums in New York and the American Museum of
Natural History. She was told the whistle was most likely Scandinavian and
was made from walrus tusk ivory. Walrus tusk ivory is what was being traded
by the Vikings in Greenland around the 1200’s. Emiliano tells the group he
thinks there are more Viking camps in Canada and maybe one was on Oak
Island. Other items found on Oak Island that have been traced to Scandinavia
include a pickaxe and a decorative lead piece. The group agrees they should
go to LAnse aux Meadows to see if a connection to Oak Island can be found.



